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February 11, 1911, the Mission Board of the Presbyterian Church of North America
chartered Kenton Presbyterian Church to preach the gospel in this part of a growing
city. As our second century approaches, this purpose has not changed. What has
changed is how itis accomplished. The transforming power of Christ's love hasn't
changed. The power of the Holy Spiritto setindividuals and communities free hasn't
changed. But what worked in the era of the Great Depression; the post-war baby boom
and even the turbulent 60's won't work today.

Kenton United Presbyterian Church is an endorsing congregation with the New
Wineskins Association of Churches. Your session took this step after much discussion,
and prayer. We, along with other like-minded churches, seek a new way to be Christs
Body. Coupled with a seemingly never ending issues, decisions and actions of the
denomination, itis believed that the NWAC may well offer us the best hope for
continuing to preach Chiistin the 21% century.

Such choices are not painless, easy or cheap. Abraham discovered thatin Genesis
12:1-5. Moses discovered itin Exodus 3 & 4. Elijah discovered it on Mt. Carmel 1 Kings
18:16-39. Jesus understood it in the Garden the night he was arrested and the on the
cross. The church has learned this lesson throughout its history as well.

Process

| propose three steps to the process of discerning God's will for this congregation. The
firstis to consider the issues thatsurround us as a denomination. The second involves
us in the process of deciding what it means to become Christ's Body in the culture in
which we live. The third is decision time when we have "counted the cost"; weighed
what we've heard from the Spirit and listened to those we've elected over us, your
Session.

Each step include documents like you have before you. Theyneed to be read, prayed
through and thought about. In addition, at least one town-hall type meeting in which we
will discuss the papers, answer questions and spend time in prayer together. These are
NOT congregational meetings. The attached resources are important as they will
inform and guide some of your reading and let you see some of the original
documentation.

The internet will help you. Itis prohibitive to reproduce the articles, web reports, and
other material. Arrangements to use a computer at church is possible.
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Everybusiness has ewvolved a shorthand of terms and acronyms that to help them
communicate. Below is a glossary of some of the more common ones you may read
aboutin the press or the study papers.

Al

ACSWP

BOC

BOD
BOO

COM

DOW

EPC

FOG

GA

GAC

GAPJC

LGBT

Authoritative Interpretation—given by General Assemblies to addresses
specific issues. They are as binding as the Book of Order

Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy—the group that develops
papers and the like for what many would call social issues

Ancient Near East—Jesus’ day and age

Book of Confessions--what ordained officers vow they will be guided by and
which they believe contain the biblical truth of what is essential for
Presbyterians to believe

See BOO

Book of Order—PC(USA) constitution. Itis made up of three parts. The
Form of Government FOG; Directory for Worship DOW; Book of
Discipline BOD

Committee on Ministry—Presbytery committee that oversees pastors and
approves congregations calls to individuals

See BOO

Evangelical Presbyterian Church—a 25 year old spin-off from the old
UPC/PCUS congregations.

See BOO
General Assembly

General Assembly Council—they do most of the work of the church
between meetings of the General Assembly

General Assembly PJC-highest court in Presbyterian land

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered persons




MLP

NWAC

NT
oT

PC(USA)

PFR

PJC

PUP

SAPH

TAMFS

TFPUP

VOW

More Light Presbyterians—an affinity group in favor of the ordination of self-
avowed, practicing homosexual persons.

New Wineskins Association of Churches-group who is looking at doing
church in a new way.

New Testament
Old Testament

Presbyterian Church (USA) Kenton’s current denominational affiliation. It
was formed in 1984 with the uniting of the Northem “United Presbyterian
Church” and the Southern “Presbyterian Church in the US”.

Presbyterians for Renewal—group seeking Biblical renewal within the
Presbyterian Church. Itis the result of the merger of the Presbyterians for
Biblical Concerns and the Covenant Fellowship.

Permanent Judicial Commission —Presbytery court for decisions

TFPUP—Task Force on Peace, Unity and Purity of the Church. Formed a
few GA's ago and reported in 2006 with some controversial suggestions.

Self-avowed, practicing, homosexual persons such people are not eligible
to be ordained as deacons, elders or pastors in the Presbyterian Church USA

That All May Freely Serve—another affinity group like MLP who promote the
full inclusion of active gay persons into leadership positions in the
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Task Force on the Peace, Unity and Purity of the Church—made its report
to the 2007 GA and has sparked a significant amount of controversy

Voices of Orthodox Women—is a group working for renewal of women'’s
ministry within the PC(USA).
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The NWAC came from a pastors concemed for the direction of the PC(USA). A chronic
illness seemed to have infected the PC(USA) for decades. A problem would occur and
an uproar, threat or sometime GA action made it go away. Yet, similar problems kept
recurring time-and-time again. The general resultis a huge membership loss; time
arguing and battling; a loss of a united witness to Jesus and a growing sense of
frustration for most conservative, evangelical Presbyterians.

In biology, the term "cascade effect” describes how the extinction of a key predator;
mutually necessary species or the prey of a certain predator is destroyed2 and how that
impacts and often destroys other species. Perhaps within the denomination we have
reached such a cascade effect. A single-issue impacts another, which, in turn touches a
third and so on. This is perhaps the best answer to the question, "Why don't we just
ignore these things and do what we want?"

The job of a Presbyterian Session is "to lead the congregation continually to discover
what God is doing in the world and to plan for change, renewal, and reformation under
the Word of God." (FOG G-10.0102j) Your Session is taking the job as spiritual leaders
seriously. They have examined what the NWAC believed and sought answers to their
guestions before voting to become an endorsing congregation. Session has also
adopted the NWAC essential tenets of faith and the Ethical Imperatives (attached).
These documents are understood to be the "essential tenets” which pastors, elders and
deacons agree to "receive and adopt" (G-14.0207c).

As your Session continues to study how to fulfill the purpose of reaching our neighbors
for Chris, part of the discussion is whether affiliation with the Presbyterian Church (USA)
enhances or distracts from our purpose.

6 . 6

Believe it or not, the Presbyterian Church has problems. We are not alone in this. A
quick look at the Episcopal Church shows this as well. | am not going to list all the
issues and concems, there are too many, but | want to remind you and draw your
attention to some of those which has happened in the last 16 years, since | was
installed at Kenton.
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Christology: who is Jesus®

“What’s the big deal about Jesus?"*

1991 Rev. Dirk Ficca in a presentation to the Presbyterian Peace Making convention in
which he asked, “What's the big deal about Jesus ?™

Issue: Rev. Ficca sees Jesus as a problem rather than being source ofsalvation and
God's Son. When talking to those who are Jewish, Muslim or pagan he wants to avoid
the person of Jesus. Since God works through all people, even not Christians, Ficca
argues; why do we need Jesus? At the General Assemblyin 1991 two groups
emerged. These groups seem to summarize the state of our denomination. One group
wanted Jesus Christ affimed as the “singular saving Lord”. This is the orthodox
Christian belief. The other group argued for a more “inclusive generous, welcoming and
diverse” understanding.

Outcome: By a vote of 369-89 the General Assembly voted, "We confess the unique
authority of Jesus Christ as Lord. Every other authority is finally subject to Christ. Jesus
Christis also uniquely Savior. It is ‘his life, death, resurrection, ascension and final
return that restores creation, providing salvation for all those whom God has chosen to
redeem.™

"Although we do not know the limits of God’s grace and pray for the salvation of those
who may NEVER come to know Christ, for us the assurance of salvation is found onlyin
confessing Christ and trusting Him alone.”

Interpretation: It is notbad theology, but when a “Christian” church has to affirm the
centrality of Christitis a sad day. The next year, the 214"™ GArevisited this issue with a
stronger statement “Our Hope in Christ” which included the statement: “No one is saved
apart from God's gracious redemption in Jesus Christ. Yet we do not presume to limit
the sovereign freedom of '‘God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth' [1 Timothy 2:4]. Thus, we neither restrict the grace of
God to those who profess explicit faith in Christ nor assume that all people are saved
regardless of faith.”” Once again, it left a significant amount of "wiggle room" for those
who believe "everyone will be saved".
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1993 Relmagining Conference

Issue: With a donation of $66,000 of Presbyterian money, we helped fund a conference
that worshipped the pagan goddess Sophia. Aservice with milk and honey was
substituted for Holy Communion. And Presbyterian leadership participated in, raved
about, and promoted reimagining ever since.

The Presbyterian Layman reported, "When one of the speakers denied Jesus Christ's
uniqueness as the Son of God, she was heralded with a standing ovation, drum beating,
whistles and cat calls from the audience. And their communion consisted of honey and
milk, representing female sexuality...Presbyterian minister, Sally Hill, gave the
benediction as she passed outthe "elements." "Here we taste, see and savor how good
itis to be in our bodies...This is the body of God for healing the bitterness of the human
heart... We have seen the power, rising from the earth”

Jesus was not present or worshipped at that gathering instead as speakers were
escorted to the stage the crowd sang, “You are a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our
path.” Aheretical reference to Psalm 119:105.

Outcome: The GAtook some significant action as they declared the theology went
“beyond the boundaries of the Christian faith”. Mary Lundy, a Presbyterian official and
church employee who was part of the conference, was fired over her involvement and
later praises as one who Their action barely stopped many congregations from
withholding money to the denomination. Yet in spite of the GA action the May/June
1994 issue of Church and Society magazine, that has 8 of the addresses given at the
1993 conference, is still listed as available as of March 2007°

Interpretation: We getrid of someone but the message is still available in spite of
official denial. Do you believe the bookstore or the GA meeting?

“Building Community Among Strangers”

Issue: A1998 paper that promoted Christian humanism and religious pluralism by
teaching all religions are equal, and that there are many ways to salvation.

Outcome: The GAdefeated it 418-86 and sent it back to the committee. Arevised
paper was approved for studyin 1999. The Christian Century, a liberal magazine,
reported, that the ACSWP was to presentsomething more in line with our [Presbyterian]
confessions.’ GA instructed the committee present a document, clearly centered around
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the confessional and Biblical teaching about Christ as Lord of all the world and its only
hope of reconciliation."™ Part of the original paper imagined a dinner during which
"thanks" was given in the name of Jesus, Buddha, Krishna, and Gaia. In spite, of the
revised paper, in April 2000, the original report was still for sale at the denominational
bookstore.

Interpretation: This goes to a denominational mindset that values a progressive view of
salvation over and above the clear mandate of the denominational authorities or
orthodox Christian faith. Jesus is, in the mindset of the radical progressives of the
PC(USA) only one of many sources for salvation.

Mormon theology taught as Christian

In a 2002 address to the Covenant Conference by Prof. Anna Case-Winters of
McCormick Theological Seminary

Issue: Prof. Case-Winter said, "He became as we are, that we mightbecome as he is."
Itis this divine embrace of our lives in the incamation that accomplishes our salvation.
The incarnation would be enough!”11 This flows out of a whole lot of quotations that
equates God with an abusive father and the statementin 1 Corinthians 5 that God was
“in Christ reconciling the world” as not involving His death. About the cross she says,
“Our interpretation of the cross has become a glorification of suffering, then it seems to
me we have badly misrepresented the meaning of the cross.™?

Outcome: It stands as itis. No complaint, correction or statement of explanation has
been forthcoming.

Interpretation: It would be excusable if she were one voice of but those who actually
believe this type of theologyis many and the resultis anything but orthodox.

Heresy taught in local church

Issue: The following is a transcript is from a semrmon at St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church in Austin Texas™. You'll read more about this congregation later. Itis impossible
to know where to begin with such a document. I've underscored sections which
obviously are in conflict with the PC(USA) creeds and orthodox Christian belief.
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The Apostles@reed, newly translated from the Greek, by Dr. Jim Righby

“[trustin God, universal Parent, source of all power and being, and in Jesus
Christ, a unique expression of God and our guide for living.

Conceived by the Spirit of Love, born of Mary's pure trust, suffered under
political oppression, was tortured, killed and buried, descended into the very
depths of nonbeing, on the third day was found again, living in the midst of
community, perfectly at one with God. Thereafter became our standard for
living and dying.

I trustin the Spirit of Life, the universality of faith, the essential unity of all
who are of goodwill. | believe that no mistake is final, that love does not die
with the body, and that life itselfis eternal.”

Outcome: Nothing has been done with St. Andrews over this series of sermons or Dr.
Rigby's new creedal

Attitude toward others: dealing with dissent

“The Louisville Papers”

Issue: This year, 2007, a set of documents were leaked to the media. They put forth a
legal strategy by which a presbytery may retain the property of any congregation
exploring the possibility of seeking to be dismissed to another reformed church. Eastern
Oklahoma Presbytery already attempted to place liens against every church in the
presbytery and thereby forced the hand of Tulsa’s, Kirk of the Hills Presbyterian Church.

Originally planned to attach these documents to this reportbut they are a total of 45
pages. Three copies are located on bulletin board outside of the sanctuary.

Outcome: At best, mixed signals are being heard. In a recent Presbyterian News
article, Jerry Van Marter reported, “He said a legal opinion on church property that
denominational critics have derisively called “The Louisville Papers” and labeled “hard-
line” and “secretive” are simply that — legal opinions on church property law.”**
Kirkpatrick did explain that a more recent paper, “Responding Pastorally to Troubled
Churches” is the model that he is in favor of. He said, “We commend using a response
team thatseeks a time of prayer and conversation aimed at understanding the conflict
and identifying steps toward reconciliation.”™ In a recent Presbyterian Outlook interview
he said, "There is no document called “The Louisville Papers.” This has been a part of a
pejorative campaign to dub them that, and secondly they have never been secret. They
were shared with governing bodies, most of them four or five years ago. And they were
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done, one bythe GAC legal office and the other by our legal staff. They are basically
manuals of legal advice on Constitutional rights, and | think they are a correct
explication of the law.

But they are not fundamentally what we are advising the church [to do].16 Contrary to
Cliff's dating of the paper as years old they were revised as recentlyas December 2005.

What makes this interesting is how the spirit of these legal papers compared to
“Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of Disagreement” which was promoted
during the debate on SAPH ordination. Those guidelines state:

“Treat each other respectfully so as to build trust, believing that we all
desire to be faithful to Jesus the Christ;

We will keep our conversations and communications open for candid
and forthright exchange,” *’ (attached)

Interpretation: There is a variety of responses from individual presbyteries. Some such
as Sacramento are not using the papers as a guideline at all. Others are in a wait and
see situation.

Kikanza Nuri Robins author of the Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study.

Issue: The author of 2007's Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study describes herself as,
“Even though | have the kind of questioning mind that seeks to integrate and synthesize
disparate pieces of knowledge, | have no internal conflict with being a Christian by birth,
a Baha'i byreason, a Taoist in spirit, and a pastor in faith and vocation. Because | am
comfortable with Mystery | am certain that | am a child of God. | am clear about the
ambi%l;ities of life. And I restin the knowledge that | will never, never, never understand
itall.”

Outcome: VOW have voiced complaints but nothing has happened at a denominational
level. One blogger has summed up the state of the church with his comment, “A self-
proclaimed Taoist writing a Bible study for the women of the Presbyterian Church? Oh
how far the Presbyterian Church has fallent™®




Atheist becomes member at Presbyterian Church

Issue: Robert Jensen, Journalism Professor at the University of Texas and atheist, was
received into membership by St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Austin

Outcome: One might imagine the outrage was quick on this one but the action was not.
Mission Presbytery declared his reception as "irregular”. The session was ordered to
move Mr. Jensen from the "active member roll" to the "baptized roll". The Preshytery's
commission on ministry will work with the Session, "to create a process for receiving
members that is appropriate under the Presbyterian Church constitution and

encouraged the session to re-examine Jensen after that process is putin place."20

Task Force of Peace, Unity and Purity

Issue: August 25, 2005 a report was released from a task force that did not offer peace,
unity or purity to its denomination. What it did was seemingly muddy the waters as to
who a Presbytery or a Session may ordain and install. Confusing reigns over whether
"local option" does or does not exist. Statements from members of the task force have
added to this confusion in the months since.

Recommendation 5 was approved by the General Assembly establishes an Al. An
Authoritative Interpretation has the power of law with the PC(USA) and so without
comment from Presbyteries we have a new set of rules governing our action.

Apart of this deals with how the denomination addresses the issue of ordination (lines
10571f.)

The report unearths the term "scruple” which comes from the early history of the
Presbyterian denomination in the US. It dealt with whether or not a minister had to
agree with everything in the Westminster Confession of Faith in order to be ordained.
The man (there weren't women pastors then) could declare a scruple and the
Presbytery had the right to vote whether his belief was significant enough to bar his
ordination. The PUP report seems to open this concept wider when stated in the context
of a discussion on sexuality and ordination.”

Outcome: Some wantto see what the GAPJC will do once a case is brought before it.
Other congregations and Presbyteries have taken the step of expressing thatin their
region everything in the Book of Order shall be an essential tenet of faith and that no
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scruples will be issued. Rev. Harold Kurtz, former pastor at Kenton, at a lunchtime
meeting following the General Assembly made this starting comment, "Everything has
changed". For one who has been so integral to the ongoing mission and work of this
denomination to make such a statement means quite a lot.

Other issues: There are manyto be sure. "Statements of Faith" by candidates and
those becoming part of Cascades Presbytery that are lacking. A denominational culture
in which boycotting fast food restaurants because of labor issue has become as
important as the issue of who is Jesus Christ. Yes, even the issue of SAPH ordination
is an issue. But it seems to be symptomatic of the bigger problems with our
denomination.

2 : 1 6

Clear theology: NWAC offers a clear statement of belief. The EPC too have clear-cut
essential tenets of belief and acceptance of the Westminster Confession of Faith for
ordained officers. The Essential Tenets of belief are well defined and spelled out for any
who want to see. There is no guessing or wondering. There is no hiding behind tertiary
or archaic meanings of a phrase so that they can be defined to mean what you want
them to mean. Among the clarity is the strong view of Scripture and the recognition of it
as the "infallible rule of faith and practice" as stated in the Westminster Confession and
a very strong Christology that holds Christ as the only means to salvation.

New way of doing Church: This new thing is NOT exchanging a bureaucratic church
denomination for another bureaucratic church government. Itis about learning how to
relate to other congregations in such a way that we can collectively live as Christ's
people in our community and the world. In fact, it offers a

Two options and time to make it work: NWAC states there are two faithful options for
congregations. A church may elect to remain in the PC(USA) and continue to be a
NWAC congregation. In this way they might continue working for renewal. Or they can
seek to be released to a non-geographic, New Wineskin, presbytery that is affiliated
with the EPC.

A five-year window would be used in which to develop with the EPC a way of doing
church and mission that looks different than the current "top-down" leadership practiced
in so many denominations. The general consensus is that the end result will look much
more like the NWAC form of government than the current EPC's form of government.



Yes there are issues to work out and a significant one will be the full inclusion for
women as ministers and elders. However, at the end of five years, or at anytime that it
appears itis not going to work. The NWAC itself becomes a reformed denomination on

its own.

About division and Presbyterians

In your attachment you'll find a document which give you an overview of the various
splits, reunions, divisions and coming together of Presbyterians. These all took place

Next Steps

The focus of our next study will be on the
concept of "missioral living". There isa
variety of ways to describe it.“ Anrissional
conTrunity is a group of Jesus’
apprentices who so trust hisbrilliance and
mastery of life, that they learn fromhim
howto be like himfor the sake of the
world? Agreat deal of information
including several lists can be found at
http:/Awwv.friendofmissional.org/ . Of
interest to me was one quote, by David
Horrox,

"The church shauld stop mimicking the
surrounding culture and bemmean
alternative community, with a different set
of beliefs, values and behaviors. Minsters
would no longer engage in marleting;
churcheswoud no longer place primary
emphasis on programs to serve members.
The tradtional ways of evauating
'successful churches' —higger huildngs,
more peaple, bigger budgets, larger
ministerial staff, newand more programs
to serve menrbers—would be rejecied.
New yardsticks would be the norm: To
what extentis our church a 'sent
community in whicheachbeliever is
reaching out to his community? To what
extentis our church inpacting the
community with a Christian message that
challenges the values of aur secular
society?"

within the United States. NWAC isn't unique. Itisn'tthe
first time a group of people decided to do things
differently and it won't be the last.
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1. What are your first reactions or thoughts to the previous pages?
2. Whatissues do you remember most vividly?
3. Did you have to explain itto anyone else? How did you manage that?

4. What do you think the big issues for the denomination are today?

& 5

Luke 5:33-39

%3 They said to him, "John's disciples often fast andpray, and so do the disciples of the
Pharisees, but yours go on eaing and drinking."

34 Jesus answvered, " Can you makethe guestsof the bridegroom fag whilehe iswith then?
%But thetime will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those daysthey will
fagt."

%Hetoldthem this parable: "No onetearsa pa ch from anew garment and sewsit on anold
one. If he does, hewill havetorn the new garment, and the pach from the new will not mach
the old. *’And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the
skins, thewine will run out andthewineskins will be ruined. *®No, new wine must be poured
into new wineskins. *And no oneafter drinking old wine wantsthe new, for he says, Theoldis
better.'"* +

New Wine and OIld Skins

The passage revolves a question about fasting. The “they’ of verse 33 isn’t identified
specifically but one might assume itis some sort of religious authority figure since they
are presentin the previous section complaining about the company Jesus is keeping
(vv. 29-30).

The question isn’t about him but about his followers. How come they party when other
“good Jews” fast a lot? In response Jesus tells three stories. He reminds them of the
feasts which happen at weddings. Mourning, wasn’t allowed. The “guests” or

(“sons of the wedding hall/bridal chamber”) refers to “the bridegroom’s



attendants and thus those most closely identified with the bridegroom in the joy of the
wedding celebration”

Fasting prescribed bythe OT law was limited to the Day of Atonement. But over time
more and more special observances and fasts were held so that Pharisees could boast
of fasting twice a week, (Luke 18:12). The way one fasted in the ANE was to show the
world how pious and religious you were. Jesus condemns that sort of showy spirituality
in Matthew 6:16.

Verse 39 “And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, ‘The old is
better.”” underlies how foolish itis to repair a piece of clothing in the way described. One
writer has summised that the “high set on the old mayindeed lead to inappropriate
attempts to preserve it The ultraconservative Pharisees couldn’t see past the rigidity
of their rules. They were unable to embrace the transforming, growing, and new joyful
presence of God which Jesus offered them.

Questions to consider
1. When was the lasttime you were joyful?
2. Whattriggered the joy?
3. What's your oldest memory? Would you consider it good or bad?
4. Whatis the bestmemoryyou have?
5. In your life when have you tried to patch something old with something new?

a. Afriend self-destructs every relationship they have because they keep on
trying to make their new lover fill the hole left by their past ones.

6. When have you seen the old destroyed by the new?

a. Laher Spring and Electric Car Companyin 1975 had over 100 employees
located in Oakland California and Tennessee. They built batteries, electric
carts, and springs for Mack and Peterbuilt, their own line of brake shoes
and blocks for big rigs. Today they build springs in Tennessee. They have
20 employees. What happened to them?
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7. What new wine have you experienced at work, in church, in your family? How
have you dealt with it? (pretended it didn’t exist; talk around it; accept it; anger at
it; embrace it; seek out more of it)
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